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: WAR SEDARTMENT 

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR 
’ HEADQUARTERS, STRATEGIC SERVICES UNIT 


CHINA EEA: 
APO 907 


| 12 July 1946 


SUBJECT: Mukden Detachment 


TO : Director, Strategic Services Unit, 
25th & E Streets N.W., Maphiageen 25,.D DG. 


1. Inclosed herewith is one copy of sea ak auto turned 
over to me by the G2, You are in receipt of previous” correspondence 
signed by Clubb as ‘Consulax General of Manchuria, w which relates’ tes 
this same matters ..It is our belief that Riggs composed. the first 
letter which Clubb signed and that the attached correspondence is. 


. merely to. drive the- point home with General Marshalls 


2. There are definitely two aides to the story, and: as I have 
previously stated, I am sure we’ are not completely blameless. I do- 


_ know that the reason Riggs was denied access to the Order of Battle 
' map kept by the Makden Detachment -was because the Nationalists would 
‘have cut off our sources of information if they knew that Riggs was. 


obtaining OB data from us, if: only because of Rigas’ al 
sympathies. 


1 


3« On 15 july, pursuant to. an order of General gillem, Tam 
proceeding with the G2 to Mukden to investigate. 


- ey <All the above is for your information only» 





Lis Colonel, tafentry 
LiInciz . Commanding, — 
Correspondence re ; 
Mukden SSU Det.fr 
Maj. Riggs, Col Barrett. 


SECRET. 
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SEGRE ©. 


OFFICE OF THE MILITARY ATTACHE 


NANKING DDB/elh 


File Now - 3 July 1946 
350 205 ; 


SUBJECT: Alleged Non-cooperation of Personnel of SSU in Mukden 
with Assistant Military Attache, U. S. Enbassy, Chinas — 


TO - 3 Commanding General, United States Forces in China, 
APO 971 China Theatre. - — 
1. Forwarded herewith is copy of a letter received: from - 
Major Robert B. Rigg, Assistant Military. Attache, China, now in 


.Mukden, alleging non-cooperation on the part of SSU personnel 


AG, Reg. No. 1-7-106 


- gbationed in that city. Mp. W. W. Buttérworth, Couliselor of the 


U. S. Embassy, Nanking, who recently returned here after “visiting 
Mukden, has informed me that he believes the allegations contained 
in the letter are true. . 

2. From my knowledge of Major Rigg's performance of duty as 
Assistant Military Attache in Manchuria, I do not believe that he 
would make the report in question unless he had good reason for 
such actions It is requested that this matter be taken up with 
the Commanding Officer of SSU in China with a View to remedying the 
conditions. reported. ; 


/s/ David D. Barrett 
DAVID D. BARRETT 
Colonel, GSC 
Acting Military Attache 


Enels: 
Letter from Major Rigg, Mukden 
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SECRET 


Office of the 
Assistant Military Attache 
Mukden 


14 Tang 1946 





SUBJECT: Strategic Services Unit in Mukden, China. 


TO : Military Attache, American Embassy, Nanking, China. 


1. Attention is invited to the facts outline on Inclosure No. le 
Reference is also made to the U.S. Consul General's (Mukden) 


Dispatch No 5 to the Enbassy entitled "Strategic Services Unit's 
ye Position in Mukdent. 


The, undersigned has, an an AMA, worked with pu personnel in 


hs ne \ie and Iren but.has never before experienced such, a Teck of 

Ww cooperation on the part of SSU. co 

whys we 3. ‘The SSU detachment here is operating in uniform and. under the | 
Oe cover of the title "Army Iiaison Group." Its real identity is 

Me Xw alreaay well dgiown: to local people. 


eee we. I desire that the matters of liaison and cooperation between 
Kaho myself and SSU unit here be ¢larified by owe respective head 


-Y Ay) <— offices so. as to insure a:better understanding than has existed 
W's xu here in the past. 


\aP i ROBERT B RIGG 
wv Te ete” Major Cavalry 
\ ae 1 Inel Asst Military Attache 
Que a = 


SECRET 
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THE STRATEGIC SERVICES UNIT IN MUKDEN, CHINA _ 


The SSU unit in Mukden has not only been very uncooperative with 
the Assistant Military Attache and the American Consul General, but SoU 
personnel shows signs of being ignorant of the role and status of the 
aforementioned representatives. 





In an effort to promote better liaison between myself and the SSU 
{ have met with an attitude bordering on insubordination. I refer 
specifically to two officers, 1st Lieut Virgil A. Postlethwait and Capt. 
John Ky Singlaub, whose attitude has on occasions been hostile and close 
to disrespectful. : 


In March 1946 Mp. Edmund Clubb and I were the only two’ official 
dmericen representatives in Mukden. The city was and is a center of 
intrigues. The Russian NKVD (Secret Poli ce) had arrested three people 
for contacting mee I was closely watched and often followed by the Soviets. 


Into this scene SSU sent several company grade officers on a counter~ 
intelligence mission. None of these officers had ever had experience in 
Russia or with the Soviets. This coumberintelligence group was led by a 
Capt. Lucas although a Mrs Harold Williams was administratively in charge 
of all SSU personnel here then. Williams was one of the SSU men the Soviets 
ordered out of Mukden last October; his identify was quickly established 
upon arrival here in March. Capt Lucas did not command the respect of his 
subordinates. Capt O'Connor who would have served as a better leader, per- 
formed much of Lucas's: work. ; : , 


This was the first group of U.S. Army officers to enter Mukden in 
1946. They were immediately conspicious and they lacked convincing cover 
for their counterintelligence activities. They registered enmasse at the 
Soviet owned and managed Intourist Hotel whose very register demanded rather 
complete biographical information. I recommended, and so did two American 
war correspondents, that the group stay in the less corspicious Chinese« 
owned Tungpei Hotel. The adviee was not teken, so I then instructed the 
officers on how to omit a portion of the biographical data the Soviet 
register demanded of incoming personse 


This counterespionage contingent of SSU asked if they might utilize 
some of my sources as they were in a hurry to complete a part of their 
mission.. I lent them this assistance. , sa 


Considering that their mission was counterespionsgé in one of the more 
troubled areas of the world, the SSU group heré then displayed inexperience 
ahd poor judgment. They never should have arrived here’in a groupe They 
never should have been the first. group of American officers to enter Mukden 
at a time when an American of any kind was.a distinct novelty and extremely 
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Incl. No. 1 



































- SECRE™ 


conspicious.e Their inexperience is well demonstrated by the fact that 
when they later, on moved into a house, the anti-Soviet Mr. Williams paid 
all of the hotel bills for the SSU group. 


immediately upon the arrival of Lucas's group here, the Russians. 
began asking me what was the purpose of such a contingent of American 
officers. This Soviet ‘interest was manifest in other ways. The Russians 
quickly set their own net around Lucas's group, A-Miss Delber Urasbakhina 
‘was assigned to watch. over Capt Lucas... She -is .a: known NEVD agent, was 
once married to a Japanese and is a person of ill characters Within a 
matter of days the entire SSU counter~intélligence- Sroup was being given 
& round of parties by Soviets of lesser importance. in this city. The 
"friendly". reception was so definitely artificial, so obviously a planned 


attempt to herd and get close to the SSU group that even ex-White Russian 
residents commented on ite . 





One of my more reliable Sources, a Polish-Russian chap, came to me 
- and said "Do you know that I feel. in personal Jeopardy -because I have, 
at your request, supplied Lucas with information. I now feel the Soviets 
are well onto his mission and they will comnect me with hin. During the 
Soviet occupation T was on two oecasions beaten, threatened and questioned 
by the NKVD." ; , 

Once. the counterespionage team had access to a few of my sources they 
went their own way. I saw no reason to interfere until a source of mine 
came to me and said Lucas wanted to. buy off for one months salary a Russian 
girl who was working in the Soviet "Dalvneshtrans® (Transport Organization). 

- My man was reluctant to do this and. I-was bositively-agaihst such-a naive 
thing at that Stages I took the matter up with Mys Glubb, 4uerican Consul ’ 
General, who has had years of experience with the Soviets. Mr. Clubb 
Pointed out that Russian people employed in such firms are very carefully 
watched by other Russians. Furthermore ‘the idea of even trying to buy out 
a foreigner for. the meagre amount: of one months salary is juvenile. Mr. 
Clubb advised me to take action, ‘and through the cooperation of BFédinor 
we Succeeded in changing Luea!s plans on. the matters Aside from. thé: fact 
that it was an ill judged premature attempt sit might Have played-into 
the Soviet Government hands by supplying them with a‘timely case: to balance 
that of the Russian Naval officer apprehended onthe West Coast of the 
TeSeabe 


During that time there was evidence +o the effect that the Soviets 
. Were endeavoring to-place some of their operatives in-or with the SSU 
organization. While the latter employs no Russi‘ans:-on, ts: office’ start: 
it does have two Japanese and some Ghinese on ite. They:work within the 
SSU offices. At this ‘date the Russians are watehing.of the Japanese- and 
he recently came to me and asked me if I would ‘hive him or guarantee his 
evacuation when SSU departed from Manchuria. Arter the SSU's Main unit 
commander, Colonel High Chandler, arrived in Mukden I talked the matter 
Over with him and he took’ Steps to. have Capt Lucas transferred, 


ne 
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In May I asked Captain Singleup, Comdr of SSU unit, if he could 

8ive me -up to date information on Chittese Nationalist unit dispositions. 
After having been detained in Changchun by the Communists for two weeks 

I was out of touch with the general military situation in Manchuria and | 
desired to be brought quickly up to date. At that time I did not want to 

ask Chinese: NECC Hg for this data, particularly since SSU Was using the 
Seme sources - Capt Singlaub's reply was that: "The order of battle infor- 
| mation on their situation map was TOPSECRET and could not be entrusted to 
me for fear I might compromise their source.” A day later I pointed out 


oe 


© Capt Singlaub that if ‘the map was TOPSECRET than It had no business 
being kept on a wall and in a room whose Security I considered poor. Then 
he said that it was only SECRET, but he'still would not let me view the 
maps Afew days later T returned to the SSU office and Capt Singlaub was 
Sick; the officer in charge of the map aid, after a little persuasion, \ 
allow me to see the Map» The next time I returned there was a Sign pinned 
to the cloth cover of the map saying "Restricted For Army déaison (SSU) 
Group Personnel Only.” I was told by 1st Lieut John Wachsmitth that -the 
Sign applied from that day on and that omers had been given to the effect 
that I was not to view the map. 





_I contrast this situation with the one.in Peiping where Major Vaughn 
Meisling, the Asst Military Attache, is able to maintain very close liaison 
with local SSU unit. 


This month when Members of Mr. Pauley's Reparations Commission were- 
arriving I was assisting Colonel Willian Mayer of that mission. Both the 
Consul General and I were pooling what data we had on the industrial. 
Stripping of Mukden. With Colonel Mayer's -approval I went to Capt. Singleub 
for the seme purpose. Singlaub was unwilling to supply any reports and 
~, (SReooperative in assiting me on some administrative mattérs connected with 
Mp. Pauley's mission. Tt took several calls over several days to secure 

two brief Ssu veports which they said Were all they had on the subject. 






unit contemplated closing out of Manchuria at end of April. However when 
Colonel Chandler wag in command of the "Army Liaison Group" he never once 
denied me access to his situation MAD « . cee 
On one occasion dhring May Iieut Postelthweit was in charge of the 
office. He said, "What is the Pauley mission? Are we supposed to lay . 
open our files to them?" There was @ change of attitude. when Colonel 
William Mayer wrote up a draft telegram which he showed to Gapt Singlaub. 
This wire was intended for Singleub's office in Shanghai ana recommended 
that the SSU detachment here cooperate to full extent with the Reparations 
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SECRET. 





Comission. Capt Singlaub asked that the telegram not be sent and stated 
that he would assist. I believe the conclusions are obvious. It is under- 
standable that SSU may want to reserve some matters as secrets to themselves. 
However, for this unit to continue operation in a standoff-ish, non-cooper= 
ative frame of mind in an area as delicate as Manchuria, is not condusive 

to the best functioning of US intelligence as a whole. 


These SSU. officers should be more cognizant of their status as'U § 
Army officers. They are hard working but very young and lacking experience 
in the more advanced Stages of military intelligence. ; 


It is my recommendation that the ssU detachment in Manchuria be placed 
under the command of a discreet, experienced sentir officer who hes had China 
experience and preferably some with Russias : 


; ROBERT B RIGG 
' Major Cavalry ~ 
Asst Military Attache 
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